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Introduction to the IB 

Philosophy and Mission of IB 

The International Baccalaureate Organization 

aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 

caring young people who help to create a better 

and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect. 

To this end the IBO works with schools, 

governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programs of international 

education and rigorous assessment. These 

programs encourage students across the world to 

become active, compassionate and lifelong 

learners who understand that other people, with 

their differences, can also be right. 

IB Learner Profile 

At the very heart of the IB Diploma Program is 

the Learner Profile.  The attributes of the 

learner profile express the values inherent to the 

IB continuum of international education: these 

are values that should infuse all elements of the 

program. The DP promotes the education of the 

whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, 

emotional and social growth through all domains 

of knowledge.  

The IBDP program is designed to help a student 

develop into an excellent young adult in many 

different ways. It will develop thinking skills and 

subject knowledge, give personal confidence and 

motivation and help students to become   

responsible and caring global citizens and leaders 

within the community. 

 To view the Learner Profile, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/profile/docum

ents/Learnerprofileguide.pdf 

 

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/profile/documents/Learnerprofileguide.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/profile/documents/Learnerprofileguide.pdf
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The DP Curriculum at PGIA 
The IBDP curriculum, shaped over the years by 

educators committed to international education, 

involves the student’s final two years of their 

secondary education.  During this period, study is 

undertaken in a broad range of subjects, selected 

under the guidance of a school-appointed 

Diploma Program Coordinator (DPC).  The high 

standards of the IB examinations assume high 

levels of motivation and preparation at the Pre-

DP levels.  The subjects that comprise the core of 

the DP curriculum are organized according to six 

groups.   

Academic Subjects: 

Group 1 – Language A (Literature) 

Group 2 – Language B (Second Language) 

Group 3 – Individuals & Societies 

Group 4 – Experimental Sciences 

Group 5 – Mathematics 

Group 6 – The Arts 

 

The PGIA Diploma candidate is required to select 

one subject from each of these groups, although a 

second subject from Groups 1-4 may be 

substituted for Group 6.  Furthermore, students 

must select three of these subjects to be studied 

at the Higher Level (240 contact hours) and three 

subjects to be studied at the Standard Level (150 

contact hours).  In exceptional cases, four 

subjects may be chosen at HL and two at SL.  All 

subjects are studied concurrently over two years. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the PGIA, candidates may choose from: 

GROUP 1 

English HL/SL 

GROUP 2 

Spanish HL/SL 

Spanish ab Initio 

 

GROUP 3 

World History HL/SL 

Environmental Systems & Societies SL  

World Religions SL 

 

GROUP 4 

Physics HL/SL 

Environmental Systems & Societies SL 

Biology HL/SL (new in 2013-2014) 

  

GROUP 5 

Mathematics HL/SL 

Math Studies SL 

GROUP 6 

Dance HL/SL 

Please note:  Environmental Systems & Societies 

is a trans-disciplinary course that can fulfill the 

requirement for either a Group 3 or a Group 4 

course. 

In addition to the six subject groups, DP 

candidate students must complete three 

additional core requirements. These are: 

 Extended Essay 

 Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

 Creativity, Action & Service (CAS) 

 

All courses are described briefly in the Course 

Descriptions section below. 
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DP Course Descriptions 

Academic Groups 

 

GROUP 1 – Language A (Literature) 

Course Name: English HL/SL 

In the English A: Literature course focus is 

directed towards developing an understanding of 

the techniques involved in literary criticism and 

promoting the ability to form independent 

literary judgments. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group1

/LanguageAliterature.cfm 

GROUP 2 – Language B (Second 

Language) 

Course Name: Spanish B HL/SL or Spanish 

ab Initio 

The main focus of the Spanish B course is on 

language acquisition and development of 

language skills. These language skills are 

developed through the study and use of a range of 

written and spoken material. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2

/LanguageB.cfm 

The main focus of Spanish ab Initio is to 

develop—through a course focused on the three 

themes of  individual and society, leisure and 

work, and the urban and rural environment—

receptive, productive and interactive skills, so 

that students will be able to respond and interact 

appropriately in a defined range of everyday 

situations. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2

/Languageabinitio.cfm 

GROUP 3 – Individuals & Societies 

Course Name: World History HL/SL 

DP History provides both structure and 

flexibility, fostering an understanding of major 

historical events in a global context. It requires 

students to make comparisons between similar 

and dissimilar solutions to common human 

situations, whether political, economic or social. 

It invites comparisons between, but not 

judgments of, different cultures, political systems 

and national traditions. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3

/history.cfm 

Course Name: World Religions SL 

The Diploma Program World Religions course is 

a systematic, analytical yet empathetic study of 

the variety of beliefs and practices encountered in 

nine main religions of the world. The course 

seeks to promote an awareness of religious issues 

in the contemporary world by requiring the study 

of a diverse range of religions. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3

/WorldReligion.cfm 

GROUP 3 – Individuals & Societies 

or 

Group 4 – Experimental Sciences 

Course Name: Environmental Systems & 

Societies SL  

The prime intent of this course is to provide 

students with a coherent perspective of the 

interrelationships between environmental 

systems and societies; one that enables them to 

adopt an informed personal response to the wide 

range of pressing environmental issues that they 

will inevitably come to face. 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group1/LanguageAliterature.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group1/LanguageAliterature.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2/LanguageB.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2/LanguageB.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2/Languageabinitio.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group2/Languageabinitio.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3/history.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3/history.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3/WorldReligion.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group3/WorldReligion.cfm
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For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4

/ESS.cfm 

 

GROUP 4 – Experimental Sciences 

The design of science courses for the IB seeks to 

incorporate recent scientific thinking in many 

countries.  The emphasis in all science courses is 

on providing students with ample opportunities 

for research and discovery, for it is through 

personal experience in the scientific method that 

students best develop an understanding of it. 

Course Name: Physics HL/SL  

The core Physics syllabus gives a non-calculus 

presentation of the fundamental parts of physics.  

The HL Physics course is an intensive course in 

general Physics.  At the end of the HL course, a 

student will be prepared for a college or 

university career in Physics or related subjects.  

The options either lead to a deeper 

understanding of the fundamental parts of 

physics, or discuss some of its technique-oriented 

applications.  The SL course deals with matters of 

less complexity that the HL course, placing 

greater emphasis on historical development and 

social implications. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4

/Physics.cfm 

Course Name: Biology HL/SL 

The biology course is organized by topics. SL 

students study six topics and HL students study a 

further five, with some of these taking the first six 

topics to greater depth. In addition to this, both 

SL and HL students study two out of a choice of 

seven (at SL) or five (at HL) option topics. There 

are four basic biological concepts that run 

throughout: structure and function; universality 

versus diversity; equilibrium within systems; and 

evolution. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4

/biology.cfm 

 

GROUP 5 – Mathematics 

Please note:  The mathematics programs for 

the IB take into account two fundamental 

considerations.  On the one hand, they address 

groups of students with a variety of background 

knowledge and technical skill, ranging from those 

who intend to pursue the study of mathematics at 

a higher level to those for whom the subject 

seems to have little relevance either in their 

present studies or in the future.  On the other 

hand, the teaching of mathematics is, at present, 

in a stage of rapid progress and modernization, 

and the course of this development and the 

educational aims can be very different from 

country to country. 

To address this wide range of student ability and 

interests, a number of programs are available.  

Each has been designed for a particular group of 

students and great care should be exercised in 

selecting the course most relevant to a student’s 

needs.  Students need to consult with their math 

teacher as to the most appropriate math course in 

which to enroll.  This decision should be based on 

a combination of ability, background and career 

requirements.   

Course Name: Math Studies SL  

Math Studies has an emphasis on applications of 

mathematics, and the largest section is on 

statistical techniques. It is designed for students 

with varied mathematical backgrounds and 

abilities. It offers students opportunities to learn 

important concepts and techniques and to gain a 

good understanding of a variety of mathematical 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/ESS.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/ESS.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/Physics.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/Physics.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/biology.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group4/biology.cfm
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topics. It prepares students to be able to solve 

problems in a variety of settings, to develop more 

sophisticated mathematical reasoning and to 

enhance their critical thinking. 

Course Name: Mathematics SL/HL 

Mathematics SL is a course geared toward 

students who already possess knowledge of basic 

mathematical concepts, and who are equipped 

with the skills needed to apply simple 

mathematical techniques correctly.  The majority 

of these students will expect to need a sound 

mathematical background as they prepare for 

future studies in subjects such as Chemistry, 

Economics, Psychology and Business 

Administration. 

Mathematics HL is for students with a good 

background in math who are competent in a 

range of analytical and technical skill sets.  The 

majority of these students expect to include math 

as a major component of their university studies, 

either as a subject in its own right or within 

courses such as Physics, Engineering and 

Technology.  Other students may have a strong 

interest in math, and enjoy meeting its challenges 

and engaging with its problems. 

For more detail on the three mathematics 

courses, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group5

/mathematics.cfm 

 

GROUP 6 – The Arts 

Course Name: Dance HL/SL  

The Diploma Program Dance curriculum aims for 

a holistic approach to dance, and embraces a 

variety of dance traditions and dance cultures—

past, present and looking towards the future. 

Performance, creative and analytical skills are 

mutually developed and valued whether the 

students are writing papers or creating or 

performing dances. The curriculum provides 

students with a liberal arts orientation to dance. 

This orientation facilitates the development of 

students who may become choreographers, dance 

scholars, performers or those, more broadly, who 

seek life enrichment through dance. 

For more detail, please see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6

/dance.cfm 

Core Requirements 

 

Requirement 1: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

Theory of Knowledge encourages critical thinking 
about knowledge itself and aims to help young 
people make sense of what they encounter. Its 
core content focuses on questions such as the 
following: 
 

 What counts as knowledge? 

 How does it grow? 

 What are its limits? 

 Who owns knowledge? 

 What is the value of knowledge? 

 What are the implications of having, or 
not having, knowledge? 

 

Requirement 2: Extended Essay (EE) 

Coordinator: Steven Stevenson 

 

The Extended Essay of some 4,000 words offers 

the opportunity for DP students to investigate a 

topic of special interest, usually within one of the 

student's six subjects, and acquaints them with 

the independent research and writing skills 

expected at university. It is intended to promote 

high-level research and writing skills, intellectual 

discovery and creativity, and is expected to result 

in approximately 40 hours of work. 

 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group5/mathematics.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group5/mathematics.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/dance.cfm
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/dance.cfm
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Requirement 3: Creativity, Action & Service 

(CAS) 

Coordinator: Elizabeth Elger 

 

Creativity, action, service, or CAS, is at the heart 
of the Diploma Program, involving students in a 
range of activities that take place alongside their 
academic studies throughout the two years. The 
component's three strands, often interwoven with 
particular activities, are characterized as follows: 
 

 Creativity - arts and other experiences 
that involve creative thinking 

 Action - physical exertion contributing to 
a healthy lifestyle, complementing 
academic work elsewhere in the IB 
Diploma Program 

 Service - an unpaid and voluntary 
exchange that has a learning benefit 
for the student.  

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON A COURSE OR 
CORE REQUIREMENT (for instance, a Subject 
Guide or the specific assessments and/or grading 
criteria), CONTACT THE DP COORDINATOR. 

Assessment in the DP 
At the end of the two-year program, students are 

assessed both internally and externally in ways 

that measure individual performance against 

stated objectives for each subject.    

In all subjects at least some of the assessment is 

carried out internally by teachers, who mark 

individual pieces of work produced as part of a 

course of study. Examples include oral exercises 

in language subjects, projects, student portfolios, 

class presentations, practical laboratory work, 

mathematical investigations and artistic 

performances. 

Some assessment tasks are conducted and 

overseen by teachers without the restrictions of 

examination conditions, but are then marked 

externally by examiners. Examples include the 

Literature in Translation assignments for English 

A, written assignments for Spanish, essays for 

Theory of Knowledge, and Extended Essays. 

Because of the greater degree of objectivity and 

reliability provided by the standard examination 

environment, externally marked examinations 

form the greatest share of the assessment for 

each subject. 

The grading system is criterion-based (results are 

determined by performance against set 

standards, not by each student’s position in the 

overall rank order). For each of the six core 

courses a student will receive a grade from 1-7. 

Our GPA is weighted for the DP and grade points 

are awarded as follows: 

 

Course Grade Grade Points 

7 5 

6 4.4 

5 3.7 

4 3 

3 2.2 

2 1.5 

1 .8 

 

For more information on DP assessment, please 

see: 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/docum

ents/DPAssessmentPrinciplesandPractice.pdf 

and 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/metho

ds/ 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/documents/DPAssessmentPrinciplesandPractice.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/documents/DPAssessmentPrinciplesandPractice.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/methods/
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/assessment/methods/
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Achieving the IB Diploma 

IB Examinations 

All examinations leading to the IB Diploma at 

VIMSIA will take place at the end of the second 

year of study in Grade 12.  The examination 

period will be in May and the results will be 

available via internet by July 6th.  Internet codes 

will be issued to students.  The examinations are 

externally set and graded by representatives of 

the IBO.   

Diploma Scoring 

Each examined subject is graded on a scale of 1 to 

7.  In addition, a student may earn up to three 

additional bonus points for superior performance 

in TOK and on the EE. The awarding of the IB 

Diploma requires a minimum of 24 points 

and satisfactory completion of the three 

additional requirements.  The highest total 

that a Diploma Program student can be awarded 

is 45 points. 

IB Examination & Program Fees 

 

The IBO levies fees for participation in its 

programs.  As a result, there are additional fees 

associated with participation in the IB Diploma 

Program.  

There are two student assessment fees: 

 The student registration fee is paid 

once for each student to take one or more 

examinations in a particular examination 

session.  

 The student subject fee is paid for 

each assessed subject taken by an 

individual student. For full DP students, 

there is no fee for theory of knowledge or 

the extended essay assessment.  

 Higher fees are charged where IB 

deadlines for student registration are 

missed.  

The student fees ensure that students 

receive the following services: 

 Comprehensive assessment using a wide 

range of assessment methods including 

moderated internal assessment and 

externally marked examinations  

 Assessment by an international team of 

examiners and moderators, overseen by 

independent chief examiners with 

international standing in their subject  

 Detailed clerical checking of every exam 

script to ensure administrative accuracy  

 Where appropriate, accommodation for 

special educational needs and detailed 

consideration of individual special 

circumstances  

 Immediate access to results on the day of 

publication via the web  

 A printed diploma or certificate 

 Transmission of results to universities 

worldwide  

As of 2012-2013, the student exam fees are as 

follows: 

Assessment Fees for the Diploma Program  

 

Student Registration Fee   $151 

Student per Subject Fee    $104 

Please note:  The IB exam fees are not included 

in VIMSIA tuition charges and must be paid 

separately by the student.  These fees are subject 

to change and there may be other fees associated 
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with the IB Diploma program.  VIMSIA will make 

any changes known as soon as possible. 

Additional VIMSIA  

IB Policies  

Academic Honesty 

 

Every student in the Peter Gruber International 

Academy at Virgin Islands Montessori School 

must uphold and adhere to the school’s academic 

honesty and standards policy.  Academic 

dishonesty is treated very seriously at VIMSIA 

and there will be no tolerance for any behaviors 

that may dilute or undermine the learning 

environment. For a detailed description of our 

school’s policy, please see the International 

Academy Student/Parent 2012-2013 Handbook.  

VIMSIA school policies apply to all students at all 

times, however student involvement in the IBDP 

requires an even more crucial commitment to 

academic integrity. 

IBDP students must pledge to maintain high 

standards of behavior in academic work.  This 

pledge is the result of IB faculty concern that 

expectations regarding academic cheating in all 

its forms be clearly expressed. 

DP Student Responsibilities 

 

IB Diploma Program students must agree to 

uphold the following responsibilities and 

commitments: 

Good attendance 

Student initiated requests for 

assistance/tutoring 

Class participation 

Completion of homework and other internal 

assignments according to school deadlines 

Adhering to all school rules and policies 

Maintenance of grades above a “D”  or “3” 

Consistent ethical behavior 

Enrollment in six IBDP academic core classes 

Registration in, payment for and intent to sit for 

the full battery of examinations 

Completion of TOK 

Completion of 150 hours of CAS 

Submission of an EE 

 

Consistent communication with PGIA and 

staying abreast of developments via faculty, the 

school website and/or online homework sites  

Attending parent/student/teacher conferences 

when scheduled 

 

Parent Commitment 

 

Parental support and involvement are critical to 

the success of an IBDP student.  When parents 

are active participants in their student’s 

education, it makes it easier for the student to 

succeed and to handle the challenges that 

constantly face them throughout the two year 

program.  
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Parent commitment includes, but may not be 

limited to:  

Supporting student’s academic and extra-

curricular efforts 

Attending parent meetings 

Initiating and responding to communication 

with teachers 

Encouraging student study group sessions 

Helping the student to meet diploma 

requirements 

Meeting exam and test book fee obligations  

Consistent communication with VIMSIA and 

staying abreast of developments via faculty, the 

school website and/or online homework sites 

Attending parent/student/teacher conferences 

when scheduled 

 

Contact VIMSIA or IB  

VIMSIA & PGIA 

 

Virgin Islands Montessori School &  

Peter Gruber International Academy 

6936 Vessup Lane 

St. Thomas, VI 00802 

340-775-6360 (main office) 

340-775-3080 (fax) 

www.vimsia.org 

 

International Academy Co-Directors:  

Ms. Gloria Zakers 

gzakers@vimsia.org 

Dr. Camille McKayle-Stolz 

cmckayle@vimsia.org 

 

IB Diploma Program Coordinator: 

Mr. Steven Stevenson 

sstevenson@vimsia.org 

IB Middle Years Program Coordinator: 

Ms. Elizabeth Stevenson 

estevenson@vimsia.org 

 

IBDP Faculty, 2012-2013: 

 

English:  Steven Stevenson 

sstevenson@vimsia.org 

 

Spanish:  Yenidil Toribio 

ytoribio@vimsia.org 

 

History:  Joey Elger 

jelger@vimsia.org 

Environmental Systems & Societies: Gloria 

Zakers 

gzakers@vimsia.org 

Physics:  Shawn Price 

sprice@vimsia.org 

Mathematics:  Chaka Edwards & Marion Elliot 

melliot@vimsia.org 

cedwards@vimsia.org 

Dance:  Diandra Jones 

djones@vimsia.org 

TOK: Shawn Price 

sprice@vimsia.org 

http://www.vimsia.org/
mailto:gzakers@vimsia.org
mailto:cmckayle@vimsia.org
mailto:sstevenson@vimsia.org
mailto:estevenson@vimsia.org
mailto:sstevenson@vimsia.org
mailto:ytoribio@vimsia.org
mailto:jelger@vimsia.org
mailto:gzakers@vimsia.org
mailto:sprice@vimsia.org
mailto:melliot@vimsia.org
mailto:cedwards@vimsia.org
mailto:djones@vimsia.org
mailto:sprice@vimsia.org


 Diploma Program Parent/Student Handbook 2013 

 

 Page 11 

 

EE:  Steven Stevenson 

sstevenson@vimsia.org 

Creativity, Action & Service:  Elizabeth Elger 

eelger@vimsia.org 

Academic Counselor:  Steven Stevenson 

sstevenson@vimsia.org 

Librarian:  Kathy Schlesinger 

kschlesinger@vimsia.org 

Technology Coordinator:  Gil Anspacher 

tech@vimsia.org 

Guidance Counselor:  Ainsley Robertson 

counselor@vimsia.org 

 

International Baccalaureate 

Organization (IBO) 

 

For further information about IB, the DP, the 

philosophies, missions, history, offerings, course 

requirements, latest IB news, etc. please see: 

www.ibo.org 

If you wish to contact the IB directly, the best 

avenue is through: 

IB Americas Global Centre 
7501 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200 West 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
USA 
 
Phone: +1 301-202-3000 
Fax: +1 301-202-3003 
Email: iba@ibo.org 
Skype: IBAmericas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some information in this document is adapted 

from published International Baccalaureate 

documents, available through the public website 

www.ibo.org.  

mailto:sstevenson@vimsia.org
mailto:eelger@vimsia.org
mailto:sstevenson@vimsia.org
mailto:kschlesinger@vimsia.org
mailto:tech@vimsia.org
mailto:counselor@vimsia.org
http://www.ibo.org/
mailto:iba@ibo.org
http://www.ibo.org/

