
V.I.M.S.I.A. Upper Elementary Summer Reading 2019 

Summer and vacations are a fun time for leisure reading.  Here are some suggested titles for upper elementary 

students, grouped loosely by genre. Please allow your children to choose their own reading materials.  The 

goal is to have fun! Most of the following suggested titles are available in the Montessori library.  The library will 

be open and the librarian will be available through June 21.   Books may be checked out over the summer and 

are due back the first week of school.   

Use the Open eBooks app for 1000s of popular free ebooks (updated information coming home soon)! 

Contact kschlesinger@vimsia.org with questions. Here are some popular authors that have books 

available through Open eBooks: Bonnie Bryant, Caroline Cooney, Bruce Coville, Kate Dicamillo, Sharon 

Draper, Margaret Haddix, Stephen Hawking, D.J. MacHale, Kate Messner, Brandon Mull, Matt Myklusch, 

Kenneth Oppel, James Patterson, Gary Paulsen, R.L. Stine.  Some favorite series include Hardy Boys, Nancy 

Drew, Captain Awesome, Galaxy Zack, Dork Diaries. 

For more summer reading ideas and lists see this collection: 

 

Adventure 

Gidwitz, Adam: The inquisitor's tale, or, The three magical children and their holy dog 
A hodgepodge of different narrators in 1242 France introduce readers to three unusual children and one remarkable dog.  
 

Myklusch, Matt: Jack Blank series  
Twelve-year-old Jack, freed from a dismal orphanage, makes his way to the elusive and impossible Imagine Nation, 
where a mentor saves him from dissection and trains him to use his superpower, despite the virus he carries that makes 
him a threat. 

Philbrick, W.R.:The Young Man and the Sea  

After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that it is up to him to earn money to take care of himself 

and his father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean off the coast of Maine to try to catch a huge 

bluefin tuna. 

Riordan, Rick: 39 Clues Maze of Bones  

Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal the secrets of 

their lineage and find out what really happened to their parents. 

Rundell, Katherine: The Explorer 
Left stranded in the Amazon jungle when their plane crashes on their way back to England from Manaus, Brazil, four 
children struggle to survive for days until one of them finds a map that leads them to a ruined city and a secret hidden 
among the vines.. 
 

Tarshis, Lauren: I survived….series 
History's most exciting and terrifying events are brought to life in this fictional series. Readers will be transported by 
stories of amazing children and how they survived! 
 

Vanderpool, Clare: Navigating Early 
Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where they deal with pirates, buried 
secrets, and extraordinary encounters 
 

More: Titanic or Dive series by Korman, Alex Rider series by Horowitz, Artemis Fowl series by Colfer, more books by 

Katherine Rundell, and of course Percy Jackson series by Riordan.       
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Fantasy 

Barnhill, Kelly Regan: The Girl who Drank the Moon (Newberry Award 2017) 
An elderly witch, a magical girl, a brave carpenter, a wise monster, a tiny dragon, paper birds, and a madwoman converge 
to thwart a magician who feeds on sorrow. 

Barry, Dave: Peter and the Starcatchers   
Peter, an orphan boy, and his friend Molly fight off thieves and pirates in order to keep the secret safe away from the 
diabolical Black Stache and his evil associate Mister Grin. 

Colfer: Chris: Land of Stories series  
Through the mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, Alex and Conner leave their world behind and find 
themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they 
grew up reading about.  

Collins, Suzanne:  Gregor the Overlander series  (author of The Hunger Games) 
When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic 
battle involving humans, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy. 

Coville, Bruce: Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher  

Small for his age but artistically talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy Thatcher unknowingly buys a dragon's egg. 

Donnelly, Jennifer: Waterfire Saga series 
Epic tales set in the depths of the ocean, where mermaids seek to protect and save their hidden world. Like heroes from 
fairy tales, folklore, and beloved books, the mermaids in this series have an exceedingly important and potentially 
dangerous quest ahead of them.  
 

Funke, Cornelia: Inkheart series 

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, a bookbinder, can "read" fictional characters to life when an evil ruler 

named Capricorn tries to force Mo to release an immortal monster from the novel “Inkheart.” 

Lasky, Kathryn:  Guardians of Ga'hoole  series     
A band of owls go on a quest for the mythic Great Ga’Hoole Tree in an attempt to acquire the powers that will enable them 
to defeat the evil which threatens their kingdom. 

Vernon, Ursula: Dragonbreath series 
Danny Dragonbreath and his friend Wendell get an up-close underwater tour of the Sargasso Sea from Danny's sea-
serpent cousin, encountering giant squid and mako sharks. 
 

More: animal stories by Kathi Appelt, Erin Hunter,  Septimus Heap series by Sage, Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 
by Grace Lin, Wildwood series by Meloy, Seven Wonders by Lerangis, Jinx series by Blackwood, books by Phillip 
Pullman, Enchanted Forest Chronicles by Patricia Wrede.  And don’t forget Harry Potter!!! 

Historical 

Anderson, Laurie Halse: Fever 1793  

In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-

reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic. 

Avi : Crispin Cross of Lead  

Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets 
a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 
 

Conkling, Winifred: Sylvia and Aki 
At the start of World War II, Japanese-American third-grader Aki and her family are sent to an internment camp in Poston, 
Arizona, while Mexican-American third-grader Sylvia's family leases their Orange County, California, farm and begins a 
fight to stop school segregation. 
 

Kerr, Judith: When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit 

In the 1930s, a Jewish girl and her family escape Berlin just before Hitler gains power and spend the next few years as 
refugees in Switzerland, France and England. 
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Lai, Thanhha: Inside Out and Back Again  

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers 

leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

 

Pinkney, Andrea Davis: Red Pencil 
After her tribal village is attacked by militants, Amira, a young Sudanese girl, must flee to safety at a refugee camp, where 
she finds hope and the chance to pursue an education in the form of a single red pencil and the friendship and 
encouragement of a wise elder 
 

Williams-Garcia, Rita: One Crazy Summer 
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother they barely 
know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their mother, a 
dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther 
summer camp. 
 

Wolk, Lauren: Wolf Hollow 
Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's right in the face of a manipulative and violent new bully who 
targets people Annabelle cares about, including a homeless World War I veteran. 
 

More: books by Linda Sue Park, Richard Peck, more by Avi and Lauren Wolk, Kirby Larsen, Scott O’Dell, Laura Ingalls 

Wilder 

Humor 

Anderson, M.T.: Whales on Stilts 
Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best friends, Katie and Jasper, must foil the plot of her 
father's conniving boss to conquer the world using an army of whales. 
 
Angleberger, Tom: Rocket & Groot series 
Stranded on a planet filled with dry cleaners, nail salons, and chain restaurants Rocket and Groot face killer robots bent 
on customer service and raccoon eating toilets. 
 

Barnett, Marc: Terrible Two series 
It's prankster against prankster in an epic war of trickery, until the two finally decide to join forces and pull of the biggest 
prank ever seen--a prank so huge that it would make the members of the International Order of Disorder proud. 
 
Grabenstein, Chris: Wonderland Hotel series 
A hilarious, fun-in-the-sun, illustrated adventure series about all the wacky things that happen when you live in a 
motel...the Wonderland Motel 
 
Gutman, Dan: My Weird School series 
Really wacky school stories about reluctant A. J. and his friends! 
 

McDonald, Megan: Judy Moody series c2000-2011 humor, school story 

On the first day of school, third grader Judy snaps out of her bad mood when she receives an assignment to create a 

collage all about herself. 

Sciezka, Jon: Spaceheadz series  

Michael moves to a new school and learns that some of his friends are really aliens who have come to Earth in order to 

convince millions of kids to be Space Heads. 

 

Snicket, Lemony: All The Wrong Questions series 
In a fading town, far from anyone he knew or trusted, a young Lemony Snicket began his apprenticeship in an 
organization nobody knows about. He started by asking questions that shouldn't have been on his mind. Now he has 
written an account that should not be published, in volumes that shouldn't be read. 
 

More: books by Roald Dahl, Andy Griffiths, James Patterson, Dav Pilkey, Jonathan Stokes, Liz Pinchon   
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Mystery 

Balliet, Blue: Chasing Vermeer  

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-

olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal. 

Dowd, Siobhan: London Eye Mystery 
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work together--Ted 
with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat--to try to solve the mystery of what happened to Salim. 
 
Grisham, John: Theodore Boone series 
Thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone, who knows every judge, police officer, and court clerk in the small town of 
Strattenburg, finds himself involved in a murder trial. 
 
Hiaasen, Carl: Flush 
With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that 
the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home. 
 

McCall-Smith: The Great Cake Mystery (young Precious Ramotswe mysteries) 
Before becoming the first female private investigator in Botswana, eight-year-old Precious Ramotswe tracks down a thief 
who has been stealing her classmates' snacks. 
 

Roy, Ron: A-Z Mysteries series 
Three friends become amateur sleuths and solve mysteries together. 
 
Stewart, Trenton Lee: Mysterious Benedict Society series 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go 
undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 
 

Van Draanen, Wendelin: Sammy Keyes series 
Exciting mysteries starring the feisty and funny, smart and spunky seventh-grade ace detective, Samantha Keyes. 
 
More: Ellen Raskin, Mr. Lemoncello series by Grabenstein, Carl Hiaasen, lots of classics on Open eBooks 
 

Realistic 

Cabot, Meg: Allie Finkle’s Rules for Girls 
Nine-year-old Allie has rules for everything and is even writing her own rule book, but her world is turned upside-down 
when she learns that her family is moving across town, which will mean a new house, school, best friend, and plenty of 
new rules. 

Cleary, Beverly: Henry Huggins or Ramona series  

The misadventures of school-aged children whose mischievous spirits get them into one predicament after another. 

Clements, Andrew: Lunch Money  

Twelve-year-old Greg, who has always been good at moneymaking projects, is surprised to find himself teaming up with 

his lifelong rival, Maura, to create a series of comic books to sell at school. 

Connor Leslie: Waiting for Normal  
Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved stepfather 
and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, 
New York.  

Creech, Sharon: Walk Two Moons  or Absolutely Normal Chaos  
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's 

route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left. In the second book, thirteen-

year-old Mary Lou grows up quickly during the summer while learning about romance, homesickness, death, and her 
cousin's search for his biological father. 

Kelly, Erin Entrada: Hello, Universe (2018 Newberry Award winner) 
The universe comes together unexpectedly when a unique set of circumstances cause four tweens to cross paths. 

Unlikely friendships are formed and heroism abounds as the group of young people try to find their way in the world. 
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Khan, Hena: Amina’s Voice 

A Pakistani-American girl starting middle school learns how to cope with the changes and challenges she faces at home, 
at school, and within her close-knit Muslim community.  
 

Pennypacker, Sara: Clementine series  fiction, humor 

Hilarious adventures of mischievous 8-year-old Clementine.  In the first book she gets in trouble for cutting off her friend’s 

hair and answering the principal’s telephone. 

More: Books by Sharon Draper, Jeanne Birdsall, Jack Gantos, Jennifer Holm (wrote Babymouse), Kevin Henkes 

Scary 

Avi: Something Upstairs  

Kenny moves from Los Angeles to Providence, Rhode Island, where he discovers that his new house is haunted by the 

spirit of a slave boy who asks Kenny to return with him to the early nineteenth century and prevent his murder. 

 

Baptiste, Tracey: Jumbies and Rise of the Jumbies  

Eleven-year-old Corinne must call on her courage and an ancient magic to stop an evil spirit and save her island home. In 

the sequel suspicion falls on Corinee when local children from her Caribbean island home begin to disappear, and she is 

forced to go deep into the ocean to seek the help of a dangerous jumbie who rules the waves. 

Black, Holly: Doll Bones 
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting out imaginary 
adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made from the ashes of a dead 
girl. 
 
Bruchac, Joseph: Skeleton Man 
After her parents disappear and she is turned over to the care of a strange "great-uncle," Molly must rely on her dreams 
about an old Mohawk story for her safety and maybe even for her life. 
 
Butler, Dori Hillestad: Haunted Library (author of Buddy Files) 
When ghost boy Kaz's haunt is torn down and he is separated from his ghost family, he meets a real girl named Claire, 
who lives above the town library with her parents and her grandmother.  
 
Gaiman Neil: Graveyard Book (2009 Newberry award) 
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised 
lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly creatures. 
 

Grabenstein, Chris: Crossroads, Smoky Corridor, Black Heart Crypt (Haunted Mysteries series)   

Full of chills and thrills, ghosts and zombies, friends and enemies, and lots of humor, Zack and his dog Zipper have one 

heart-pounding adventure after another. 

Hahn, Mary Downing: Ghost of Crutchfied Hall 
In the nineteenth century, ten-year-old Florence Crutchfield leaves a London orphanage to live with her great-uncle, great-
aunt, and sickly cousin James, but she soon realizes the home has another resident, who means to do her and James 
harm. 
 

More: books by R.L. Stine, Dan Poblicki, Peg Kehret, Laura Amy Schlitz 

Science Fiction 

Angleberger, Tom & Dellinger, Paul: Fuzzy 
When Max (Maxine Zealster) befriends her new robot classmate Fuzzy, she helps him navigate Vanguard Middle School 
and together they reveal the truth behind the Robot Integration Program. 
 

Colfer, Eoin: The Supernaturalist (author of Artemis Fowl series) 
In futuristic Satellite City, fourteen-year-old Cosmo Hill escapes from an abusive orphanage and teams up with three other 
people who share his unusual ability to see supernatural creatures, and together they determine the nature and purpose 
of the swarming blue Parasites that are invisible to most humans. 
 

DuPrau, Jeanne: City of Ember series 
The City of Ember--the story about a doomed city of the future, and the two children who found a way out.  5 



 

Haddix, Margaret: Shadow Children series 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, third-born Luke, a Shadow 
Child, has lived all of his life in fear and isolation. 
 

Mass, Wendy: Pi in the Sky 
Joss, the seventh son of the Supreme Overlord of the Universe, must team up with a human girl to re-create Earth, when 
the planet is accidentally erased from existence. 
 

Rex, Adam: True meaning of Smekday 
Twelve-year-old Gratuity "Tip" Tucci is left to fend for herself after Earth is colonized by aliens and her mother is 
abducted, and must try to stop another alien invasion with only the help of a cat named Pig and an alien named J. Lo. 
 
Scieszka, Jon: Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor 
In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn on its own, and 
after an accident brings wisecracking Klink and overly expressive Klank to life, they set about helping Frank perfect his 
Antimatter Motor until his archnemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for his doomsday plan. 
 

More: Time Quartet (Wrinkle in Time, etc)  by L’Engle, Found series by Haddix, House of the Scorpion by Farmer, Infinity 

Ring series (various authors), Suzanne Collins 

Sports 

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem: Sasquatch in the Paint 
Eighth-grader Theo Rollins' growth spurt has Coach Mandrake trying to transform him into a basketball star, but training 
time is hurting the science club's chances of winning the "Aca-lympics," and being accused of stealing could mean Theo is 
off both teams. 
 

Alexander, Kwame: Booked or Crossover (Newberry Award 2015) 
In Booked, twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he wrestles with 

problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. In Crossover, fourteen-year-old twin 

basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining 

health. 

Jeter, Derek: Jeter baseball series 
Inspired by the author’s childhood, this middle-grade series is about a boy who set high goals for himself and makes his 
baseball dreams come true through hard work, teamwork, and determination. 
 
Lupica, Mike: Comeback Kids series 

Each book features a different sport and an unlikely hero who faces challenges on and off the field. 

Moceanu, Dominique: Winning Team 
When twelve-year-old Britt's family moves to Houston so she can train at an elite gym she looks forward to being part of a 
team, but after alienating the other girls and failing to impress her coaches, Britt begins to figure out what teamwork really 
means. 
 

Morgan, Alex: Kicks series 
After moving to California, seventh-grader Devin is afraid she will not make the soccer team but finds, instead, that the 
team is so bad that she is compelled to take the lead and turn it into something the players and coach can all be proud of. 
 

Reynolds, Jason: Track series 
Ghost. Patina. Sunny. Lu. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds, with personalities that are explosive when they 
clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team--a team that could qualify them for the 
Junior Olympics. They all have a lot of lose, but they all have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 
 

More: books by Tim Green, Rich Wallace, John Ritter, Matt Christopher. And don’t forget biographies of favorite players. 

                

 

               6 


